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At one of its Breakfast Meetings on October 13, 2015, Unigrains gave an overview of biocontrol 

activities in France and abroad. 

As a long-standing partner of companies in the agricultural sector, Unigrains notes a structuring of 

the offering and stakeholders regarding what is currently defined as “agents and products using 

natural mechanisms for integrated pest management”. 

How can one analyse the sector’s growth? What is the market potential? A closer look at the 

challenges of structuring this fledgling industry. 

 

  



A DIFFERENT APPROACH TO PROTECTION 
 

Biocontrol products are one of the IPM tools together with other 

alternatives to chemical molecules (mechanical, agronomical, 

genetic, etc.). A new activity based notably on the use of four 

product categories: 

• Macro-organisms 

• Micro-organisms 

• Chemical mediators and other natural repellents or 

attractants 

• Natural substances 

These products, with the exception of macro-organisms, go through the same approval processes as 

chemical pesticides to be put on the market.  

 

STAKEHOLDERS, MARKET AND OUTLOOK 
 

The weight of biocontrol is currently estimated at 3% of the world pesticide market with annual 

growth of 15% and is set to reach $4 billion to $5 billion by 2020, i.e. 5%-6% of the global market. The 

market potential lies mainly in solutions that use micro-organisms or their metabolites, and natural 

substances, which are less difficult to produce and use than macro-organisms and pheromones. The 

United States and Southern Europe are currently the most mature markets for these products, 

mainly in the fruit and vegetable segment (biofungicides and bioinsecticides). The objective for the 

French biocontrol market, which is still very fragmented, is to cover 15% of plant protection by 2020 

in order to meet the policy guidelines advocating a reduction of chemical inputs. A wide range of 

businesses (start-ups, SMEs, multinationals) are positioning themselves in the market: chemical and 

agrochemical companies, yeast producers, biotechnology companies, seed companies, independent 

specialists, oil companies, cooperatives etc. 

 

UNIGRAINS’ OPINION 
 

We see very encouraging signals for the successful development of the biocontrol sector, notably 

the quest for a more sustainable agriculture, keen interest in organic farming, etc.  

 

However, this development will depend on: 
 

Rapid development in the arable crops sector, the main global user of plant protection 

products 

Improvement in product efficiency, but also in cost effectiveness, through significant 

work on R&D and formulation 

Progressive support for farmers and industries so as to steer changes in practices and 

techniques. 

 

More generally, biocontrol will only develop successfully if these products are used as a complement, 

rather than a substitute, to conventional pesticides, with global solutions alternating chemical 

pesticides and biocontrol products or products combining the two. The sector will need significant 

human, financial and material resources if it is to grow significantly. Alliance strategies, major 

innovation and a strong service-oriented approach will also be required to enable major international 

players to coexist with SMEs in this market. 
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